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SUMMARY: RECENT REMARKS BY AZORES JUNTA PRESIDENT ALTINO DE 
MAGALHAES DEMONSTRATED BOTH HIS UNDERSTANDING OF ISLANDS AND HIS 
LOYALTY TO PORTUGAL. END SUMMARY. 
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1 . IN PONTA DELGADA INTERVIEW PUBLISHED FEB 5 IN LISBON INDE- 
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PENDENT CENTER-LEFT DAILY "A CAPITAL,” PRESIDENT OF AZORES 
REGIONAL JUNTA AND MILITARY GOVERNOR GEN ALTINO DE MAGALHAES 
DISCUSSED CURRENT POLITICAL SITUATION IN AZORES. MAJOR POINTS 
INCLUDED: 

- L A JES NEGOTIATIONS: QUERIED ON RECENT COMMENTS BY SENATOR 
EDWARD KENNEDY (REF A) ON NEGOTIATIONS FOR USG USE OF LAJES FACIL- 
ITIES, MAGALHAES STATED THAT, ALTHOUGH HE WAS NOT OFFICIALLY 
AWARE OF SENATORS REMARKS, HE FELT STRONGLY THAT PROCEEDS OF 
BASE NEGOTIATIONS SHOULD BENEFIT AZORES. 

- AZOREAN LIBERATION FRONT (FLA): MAGALHAES REFUSED TO 
COMMENT ON ACTIVITIES OF FLA SINCE ABORTIVE NOV 25 COUP. WHEN 
PRESSED BY INTERVIEWER, WHO REMINDED HIM THAT AZOREAN CDS HAD 
RECENTLY BEEN POLLING AZOREANS ON PREFERENCES BETWEEN 
AUTONOMY AND INDEPENDENCE, MAGALHAES AGAIN DUCKED QUESTION, 
AWAITING CDS ACTIVITY WAS POLITICAL MATTER IN WHICH HE DID NOT 
INTEND TO INTERFERE. MAGALHAES DID EXPRESS REGRET THAT SOME 
AZOREANS STILL ADVOCATED "INTIMIDATION AND VIOLENCE"; HE 
AFFIRMED SUCH TACTICS WOULD BE OPPOSED. 

- SELF-RULE: MAGALHAES STRESSED THAT, WITH CREATION OF 
REGIONAL JUNTA AND RECENT GOP APPROVAL OF DECREE-LAW ON 
AUTONOMY, AZOREANS ENJOYED FOR FIRST TIME EFFECTIVE CONTROL 
OVER ARCHIPELAGO S GOVERNMENT. HE NOTED THAT CONTROL WOULD 

BE WIDENED BY APPROVAL OF STATUTE ON AZOREAN AUTONOMY, CURRENTLY 
BEING DRAFTED, WHICH PROVIDED FOR DIRECT ELECTION OF REGIONAL 
ASSEMBLY. 

- RELATIONS WITH CONTINENT: MAGALHAES DENIED IN STRONG TERMS 
INTERVIEWERS'S SUGGESTION THAT AZORES WERE VICTIM OF PAST OR 
CURRENT PORTUGUESE COLONIALISM. EMPHASIZING PAST CULTURAL AND 
SOCIAL TIES BETWEEN TWO AREAS, MAGALHAES POINTED TO RECENT 
CENTRAL GOVERNMENT ACTION TO DEVELOP AZOREAN CATTLE AND DAIRY 
INDUSTRY AND GEOTHERMAL POTENTIAL, AS WELL AS ITS CREATION OF 
AZOREAN UNIVERSITY, AS EVIDENCE OF GOP GOOD FAITH TOWARDS 
AZORES. "I RESENT IT," HE SAID, "WHEN PEOPLE WHO YESTERDAY 
AFFIRMED THEIR GREAT LOVE FOR PORTUGAL TODAY SPEAK OF COLONIALISM 
HERE IN THE AZORES." 
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2. GAL V AO DE MELO RETURNS: POTENTIAL CDS PRESIDENTIAL CON 
TENDER GAL V AO DE MELO RETURNED FEB 5 FROM ONE WEEK VISIT TO 
AZORES. IN ARRIVAL REMARKS HE SAID AZOREANS PREFER AUTONOMY TO 
"COMPLETE SEPARATION" NOW THAT THERE WAS "INTELLIGENT" LEADERSHIP 
IN LISBON WHICH UNDERSTOOD AZOREAN PROBLEMS. HE DENIED HAVING 
CONTACTS WITH FLA DURING STAY IN AZORES, BUT SAID HE HAD NOTED 
SUPPORT IN SOME QUARTERS FOR INDEPENDENCE. HE ATTRIBUTED 
SEPARATIST SENTIMENT TO AZOREAN FRUSTRATION OVER "UNFULFILLED 
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PROMISES." 

3. COMMENT: GEN. MAGALHAES'S COMMENTS DEMONSTRATE BOTH 
HIS SYMPATHETIC UNDERSTANDING OF AZOREAN REALITIES AS WELL AS 
HIS ESSENTIAL LOYALTY TO PORTUGAL. IT IS THESE QUALITIES WHICH 
HAVE ALLOWED HIM TO RETAIN THE CONFIDENCE OF BOTH THE AZOREANS 
AND HIS SUPERIORS OVER THE PAST YEAR, AND WHICH HAVE MADE HIM 
SUCH AN EFFECTIVE ADVOCATE OF AZOREAN INTERESTS IN LISBON. 

HIS DETERMINED REPRESENTATION OF AZOREAN VIEWPOINTS HAS BEEN A PRIME 
FACTOR IN THE OOP'S REALIZATION OF THE NEED TO SATISFY LONG-STANDING 
AZOREAN COMPLAINTS. CARLUCCI 
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